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pathogenesis in lymphocytes, Cluster C viruses are major causes of neurological disease in HIV-infected humans. The molecular bases for their pathogenic potential are unknown, although recent in vitro studies have implicated chemokine receptors and the small heat shock protein 70 (Hsp70) as potential cofactors for viral dissemination and persistence. The ability of these viruses to infect dendritic cells (DC) has been demonstrated, but not
much is known about their pathogenic potential in vivo. We show here that DC, when exposed to serum from AIDS patients infected with a dendritic cell tropic Cluster C virus, can become infected with the virus. Furthermore, we demonstrate that these cells can be infected in vivo following intraperitoneal injection. These results provide direct evidence that dendritic cells are targets for Cluster C virus infection and may contribute to the
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