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thus it was catia turned down the most
suitable tour de force in all the theatre of
her rueful existence, and, on opening the
card, found that scott brenton had really
stepped into the breach. she had trusted to
her ability to find a substitute, but the clerk
of the church, on being summoned, had
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discovered to her consternation, that mrs.
brenton had left a letter for scott, which, in
an unguarded moment, she had left lying
open upon his desk. true, the letter was not
addressed to him, but it had been covered
with his notes and study in preparation for
the rector's brief visit. it told catia that her
services in the church, and those of mrs.
brenton who, it seemed, must have been
sorely needed there, were no longer
required, by the rector, in the capacity of an
assistant; and that she was to rejoin her
husband on the continent, as soon as
possible. catia was furious. she had known
that she was being ousted from the stage
at which she had been working so
assiduously. but she had not guessed that
she was to be relegated from the stage of
mrs. brenton's cathedra. she found the
designation of her heretofore masterly role
at that moment converted, in her mind, into
a species of supererogatory réle; and, when
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she had reeled into her private room to
write to scott, her indignation found
utterance in such phrases as "your high-
handed meddling, your unpardonable
interference," and the like. the letter had
not been posted, by the time her husband
arrived, but he had seemed to make
allowance for its wording. he had even been
allured, it seemed, by the title of his new
career; had taken it on faith as a
reassurance of his value. now, there was
something to cry about, apparently,
something not fit for a woman to cry about.
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