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the characters are all drawn from the very real world of baricco's hometown of bologna, and the events of the story are described in a way that makes the reader feel as if they are watching a play, peeking backstage and in the wings to see who is really playing the part of the lead. the story is constructed around real-life people with whom baricco is connected. some of these people are names for historical figures, such
as the composer toscanini and the writer umberto eco. baricco also makes up names for fictional characters, such as the one he calls adams. and if a character is one of his friends, he will give him a nickname. the names he gives his various characters are all relevant to the story and to the themes, even though they have no connection to historical figures. this device not only adds to the playfulness of the book, but it
also aids in making the allusions to his own life and his real-life acquaintances understandable to the reader. in one scene, baricco tells a story about a man with obsessive-compulsive disorder, which recalls a similar story he once read in a book. the links to his own life are obvious. he does not allow any of his real-life relationships to interfere with the characters he has created, and the events in the book unfold without
any logical explanation for why they occur. the characters are often oddly dressed, as though they are travelling in the clothes of a historical era rather than the present. in this way, baricco gives the novel a timeless quality, as if it is not set in any particular time and place but is an impressionistic description of a life lived by people who are not bound to any particular time or place. and in truth, the only place to which it

really belongs is the ocean sea. the play-within-a-play that baricco constructs in the novel is essentially a performance on the deck of the ship, with the audience made up of a company of actors who are both the characters and their observers. the narration, therefore, is in the first person.
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this is a novel which concentrates on one central idea. the idea is an impossible one, an idea which is based on an impossible premise. this premise cannot be supported by any real evidence. in essence it is the idea of justice. this is made very clear from the first sentence in the text which reads: the street is a wonderful place, all at once
lovable and truly vengeful. baricco is particularly good at the writing of this novel. he is able to create a world which is real in a sense but which is also made up. in this sense we cannot possibly know the true facts of this story, only the version which the narrator tells us. it is the same with the characters in this novel. we are told how they
arrived, where they were born and where they lived and we are also told how they met one another. we are told what happened to them, who loved whom and who loved whom in return. the only thing we are not told is whether or not the events we are given are true. the final speech is a monologue in which baricco, accompanied by his
instrument, explores the notion of freedom which he feels is so important to himself. his music is a thing in itself which allows him the freedom to do so. it is not a critique of jazz, or even of classical music, but a celebration of the way both have allowed him to survive. having said this, as well as his determination to liberate himself from
the control of his mother, he is also very conscious of the way he has been conditioned by the world he has grown up in. like a child, he has experienced the sea as a place of peace which he can return to. in this, the final speech is not unlike a philosophical treatise. he explains how he cannot be free to choose not to be free. he cannot

rise above the security of the womb because of the things he has experienced in it. his only freedom is the freedom to die. what is left of him will die, but his music will not be lost. the text is a personal one, as well as representing an artistic one. it is a story which reveals itself to the audience on many levels, which is why baricco is more
than happy to leave it to the audience to decide how they wish to interpret it. 5ec8ef588b
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