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Funny, this is the first time that I have ever heard of a strike in any modern combat without extensive
logistics support and, even then, with a lot of luck, to succeed. Counter-intuitive as it might sound, the more
you shoot, the less luck it takes to hit someone. For the first time since the collapse of the Soviet Union, a
significant number of Russian military personnel are failing to return to the barracks after their annual
leave. Indiscriminate firing of weapons and artillery in an attempt to clear the city of remaining forces, many
of which are trapped by an elite counter-terrorism unit, are often sources of civilian casualties. But by late
July, the leadership of the Russian military had been forced to announce that the war had failed. The army is
now being pulled apart to be reorganized into a more conventional force. There is still fear that an
escalation is possible on the Western border. From the Russian perspective, the present war, unlike the
2008 Georgia War, is not seen as a reconfiguration of the military. Rather, it is seen as the continuation of a
border war and therefore one of attrition. In 2008, the Russian government ordered a major new military
program to modernise its ageing military. Since the present war began, the focus has been on the three-day-
war doctrine, with a view to using sophisticated high-energy ballistic rockets to destroy strike aircraft and
attack ships. Presumably, this is one reason why Russia has sent artillery battalions and ATGM units in an
effort to secure open ground where they can launch their projectiles without fear of being intercepted.
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