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the bible of our time is a living book, which still today receives the attention of many readers and is a force
in the intellectual life of believers and unbelievers alike. for this reason, we must give due importance to

the forms of study which it has inspired and which we use to read it, which are of the utmost importance in
interpreting its contents. but the bible is also a book that has been instrumental in a variety of ways in the
formation of the socio-political, the economic, the cultural and religious ideas of our present-day societies.
the bible contains the treasures of a great variety of cultures, every word and sentence of which carries a
story to tell about its own time and culture. in the long history of the bible, we must pay attention to the

names of places, to the way in which the history of the past serves as a foundation for the present, and to
the way that we can interpret its message to today's humanity. and so i will attempt to show the values

and the merits of using the bible in our daily lives, in the context of my remarks, i will point out some other
essential uses of the bible: to understand what is happening in today's world, to explain life's meaning and
to realize the value of our christian faith. the bible is a book that explains and interprets the history of the
world. it gives us a solid basis from which to better understand the lives of our contemporary communities

and to think more deeply about our own lives. 556. the christian's life in the world reflects above all the
presence of the risen lord who directs and animates his church. such a communion gives a meaning to
human temporal existence which is essentially different from that given by any other human activity or

relationship. the church's witness is clear and unambiguous: she proclaims jesus christ, the sole lord and
saviour of humanity, the crucified and risen lord, who for the salvation of the world is called again to earth

by the power of the holy spirit. the call to discipleship is a summons to take up a mission of christian
service. the entire church is invited to the new covenant of the spirit, she is called to a dynamic of life that
exhibits the power of god at work in her. the christian does not put in question the validity of other forms
of social and political organization. but it is in the church alone that the fullness of life in god is to be truly
lived. the church is the sphere of community through which a humanity that has been reconciled to god

can realize the entirety of its human vocation. she is the place of meaning and fulfillment, since there is no
salvation outside her and no sanctification apart from her. the only reason why in the world of today

salvation and holiness can be offered to humanity is because the church is the sign and instrument of the
rediscovered presence of christ, the companion of our pilgrimage. however, this way of being in the world
can appear only as an invitation to conversion. it can be understood concretely only in the family and in

society as the ongoing renewal of the "kingdom of god" in the world, for the salvation of all the peoples of
the earth. from this perspective, the christian community is called to follow jesus christ in "building up" the
"kingdom of god" in all aspects of public life. from this perspective, the politics of the church are to be seen

as an invitation to integrate the values of the "kingdom of god" into the structures of society and
government. they are to be understood as a prophetic challenge to every citizen, to all those concerned

with public life, to all those responsible for the government of peoples, so that faith and reason, love of the
truth and respect for human dignity, might determine and shape the spiritual and civic commitment of

every human being. from this perspective, the politics of the church are to be seen as a prophetic
challenge to every citizen, to all those concerned with public life, to all those responsible for the

government of peoples, so that faith and reason, love of the truth and respect for human dignity, might
determine and shape the spiritual and civic commitment of every human being. political responsibility

must be exercised in such a way as to foster a recognition of the imperatives of the kingdom of god; this
must involve an integral education that makes the values of the kingdom present in order to open all men

and women to be called to salvation and be invited to true freedom.
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the bible of our time is a living
book, which still today receives
the attention of many readers

and is a force in the intellectual
life of believers and unbelievers
alike. for this reason, we must

give due importance to the forms
of study which it has inspired and

which we use to read it, which
are of the utmost importance in
interpreting its contents. but the
bible is also a book that has been
instrumental in a variety of ways

in the formation of the socio-
political, the economic, the

cultural and religious ideas of our
present-day societies. the bible
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contains the treasures of a great
variety of cultures, every word
and sentence of which carries a
story to tell about its own time

and culture. in the long history of
the bible, we must pay attention

to the names of places, to the
way in which the history of the
past serves as a foundation for

the present, and to the way that
we can interpret its message to
today's humanity. and so i will

attempt to show the values and
the merits of using the bible in
our daily lives, in the context of

my remarks, i will point out some
other essential uses of the bible:
to understand what is happening
in today's world, to explain life's
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meaning and to realize the value
of our christian faith. the bible is

a book that explains and
interprets the history of the

world. it gives us a solid basis
from which to better understand

the lives of our contemporary
communities and to think more

deeply about our own lives. 556.
the christian's life in the world

reflects above all the presence of
the risen lord who directs and
animates his church. such a

communion gives a meaning to
human temporal existence which
is essentially different from that

given by any other human
activity or relationship. the

church's witness is clear and
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unambiguous: she proclaims
jesus christ, the sole lord and

saviour of humanity, the crucified
and risen lord, who for the

salvation of the world is called
again to earth by the power of

the holy spirit. the call to
discipleship is a summons to
take up a mission of christian
service. the entire church is

invited to the new covenant of
the spirit, she is called to a

dynamic of life that exhibits the
power of god at work in her. the

christian does not put in question
the validity of other forms of

social and political organization.
but it is in the church alone that
the fullness of life in god is to be
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truly lived. the church is the
sphere of community through

which a humanity that has been
reconciled to god can realize the
entirety of its human vocation.
she is the place of meaning and

fulfillment, since there is no
salvation outside her and no

sanctification apart from her. the
only reason why in the world of

today salvation and holiness can
be offered to humanity is

because the church is the sign
and instrument of the

rediscovered presence of christ,
the companion of our pilgrimage.
however, this way of being in the

world can appear only as an
invitation to conversion. it can be
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understood concretely only in the
family and in society as the

ongoing renewal of the "kingdom
of god" in the world, for the

salvation of all the peoples of the
earth. from this perspective, the
christian community is called to
follow jesus christ in "building
up" the "kingdom of god" in all
aspects of public life. from this
perspective, the politics of the
church are to be seen as an

invitation to integrate the values
of the "kingdom of god" into the

structures of society and
government. they are to be
understood as a prophetic

challenge to every citizen, to all
those concerned with public life,
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to all those responsible for the
government of peoples, so that

faith and reason, love of the
truth and respect for human
dignity, might determine and
shape the spiritual and civic
commitment of every human

being. from this perspective, the
politics of the church are to be

seen as a prophetic challenge to
every citizen, to all those

concerned with public life, to all
those responsible for the

government of peoples, so that
faith and reason, love of the
truth and respect for human
dignity, might determine and
shape the spiritual and civic
commitment of every human
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being. political responsibility
must be exercised in such a way
as to foster a recognition of the
imperatives of the kingdom of

god; this must involve an integral
education that makes the values
of the kingdom present in order

to open all men and women to be
called to salvation and be invited

to true freedom. 5ec8ef588b
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